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Hydraulic fracturing, also known as 
‘fracking’, is a unique way of 
extracting oil and gas from existing 
reserves. These reserves are first drilled 
using instruments such as gravimeters, 
then hydraulic fracturing techniques use 
fluid and other materials to create 
fractures in the formation. This then 
creates more access to bigger gas 
reserves that were unreachable before 
(Ladd, 2013). 
Denton, Texas
❏  A very fun and active town in the heart of Texas that is known for its’ 2 
Universities, music, culture, and ethnic diversity. 
❏ Hydraulic Fracturing is what ended up slinging Denton into the spotlight 
❏ The local election on November 4th, 2014 lead to Denton becoming the 
first city in Texas to ban fracking.
❏ Home to famous anti-fracking group Frack Free Denton
 
What is the public 
perception of public 
health impacts of 
fracking in Denton?
Literature Review
We were able to use secondary research from 
articles published between 2013 and 2018 to help 
answer our research question on public health 
concerns involving local fracturing in Denton 
Texas. Through using secondary research from 
other places in the United States where hydraulic 
fracturing occurs as well; we were able to collect 
data on how people all over experience fracking, 




- Gabrys, Jennifer. (2017)
❏ Pollution/air quality
- Gabrys, Jennifer. (2017)
❏ Greenhouse gasses 
Health Concerns ❏ Cancer - leukemia 
❏ Throat and vocal chords
❏ Asthma 
- Soyer, Mehmet, Ziyanak, Sebahatin, 
(2018).
❏  Mostly unsure





❏ Local Anti-Fracking Action 
Groups
❏ Movement for policy changes
❏ Land owners taking a stand 
against 
Conclusion
❏ We are an ever-expanding planet, but are looking into alternative methods 
❏ Do the Benefits outweigh the costs?
❏ Major environmental tolls, life changing conditions, life changing illnesses, 
as well as overall dangerous living conditions 
❏ People would rather feel safe and empowered in their own town  
References: 
Davis, C., & Fisk, J. M. (2014). Energy abundance or environmental worries? analyzing public support for fracking in the united states. 
Review of Policy Research, 31(1), 1-16.
Gabrys, Jennifer. (2017). Citizen sensing, air pollution and fracking: From ‘caring about your air’ to speculative practices of evidencing 
harm. The Sociological Review Monographs. http://research.gold.ac.uk/20472/1/Gabrys_Care_SocRvw2017.pdf 
Ladd, A. E. (2013). Stakeholder perceptions of socio-environmental impacts from unconventional natural gas development and 
hydraulic fracturing in the Haynesville Shale*. Journal of Rural Social Sciences, 28(2), 56-89. Retrieved from 
https://login.dist.lib.usu.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-com.dist.lib.usu.edu/docview/1492891878?accountid=14761 
Schorpp, K. M. (2018). "We do not exist": Illness, invisibility, and empowerment of communities struck by the fracking boom. Nature 
+ Culture, 13(3), 403-410. doi:https://illiad.lib.usu.edu/illiad/illiad.dll?Action=10&Form=75&Value=445154 
Soyer, Mehmet, Ziyanak, Sebahattin. (2018). The Battle over Fracking: The Mobilization of Local Residents. Where the World Comes 
to Learn Qualitative Research. Volume 23, Number 9, Article 10, 2222-2237. 
